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QTHER ~READING

[l of these are available for free download on the ‘Resources’ page of DoDIY.org

‘A How To Guide On Starting A DIY Events Calendar

Know Your Rights: When Encountering Law Enforcement’

by ACLU
Your Rights and The Police” by Rose City Copwatch

‘Sound Reinforcement Application Guide™ by Yamaha

INTRODUCTION

“We have to invent a form of war such that the defeat of Empire will no
longer be a task which kills us, but which lets us know how to live. to be
more and more ALIVE" - Anonymous

| run a website logging DIY venues and promoters all over
the world at DoDIY org. Users of the website have frequently
asked me for advice on hosting DIY events and for years |
have hoped that someone would create a clear. concise,
and easlly available guide. To the best of my knowledge that
has not happened and so | decided to create it myself. | don't
consider myself to be an expert on ‘doing it yourself” and in
my opinion that would be contradictory to the entire idea. so
| asked as many people as | could to give me thelr input and
advice. All of the people who have helped with edits and
advice are credited in the last section of this book

In an attempt to keep this guide interesting to read. | dont
walk you through every single step of the process. | instead
try to focus on ‘bullet points” and ideas to spark thoughts
and conversation. Don't depend on this guide. Do it yourself,

'd very much enjoy receiving feedback about these writings.
You can emaill me at nell@dodiy.org.

1st Edition - July 2012
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HOMOPHOBIA: A range of negative attitudes and feelings
toward homosexuality or people who are identified or per-
celved as being lesbian. gay. bisexual or transgender,

INFOSHOP: A storefront or social center that serves as a
node for the distribution of political. subcultural and arts in-
formation. typically in the form of books, zines, stickers and
posters.

MONOGAMY: The practice of maintaining a relationship with
one romantic partner.

POLYAMOROUS: The practice of maintaining multiple ro-
mantic relationships.

QUEER: A label setting queer-identifying people apart from
discourse. ideologies. and lifestyles that typify mainstream
LGBT (lesbian. gay. bisexual. and transsexuall communities
as being oppressive or assimilationist.

RACISM: Behavior or beliefs motivated by racial stereotypes,
it generally includes practices of racial discrimination. and
deologies of racial supremacy and hierarchy.

SAFE SPACE A place where anyone can relax and be fully
self-expressed. without fear of being made to feel uncom-
fortable. unwelcome. or unsafe on account of biological sex.
race/ethnicity. sexual orientation. gender identity or expres-
sion. cultural background. age. or physical or mental ability. a
place where the rules guard each person's self-respect and
dignity and strongly encourage everyone to respect others

SECURITY CULTURE A set of customs shared by a com-
munity whose members may engage in illegal or sensitive
activities, the practice of which minimizes the risks of such
activities being subverted. or targeted for sabotage. The term
IS most often used in the context of activist and anarchist

DIY stands for ‘Do It Yourself” As a general ethos, it's about
taking direct action to live independently from capitalist' so-
ciety. Some of us are creating safer spaces for people of all
ages. genders, skin colors, sexual orientations. and abilities.
some of us are creating spaces that foster community and
don't operate solely on selling alcohol or acquiring assets for
already quite comfortable. rich men. Some of us are creating
art that doesn't conform to whatever is popular. Some of us
are sharing skills and knowledge. Some of us are trying to
live freely and honestly. Some of us are trying to change the
way we act and live to be more proactive and thoughtful.
some of us are actively working to dismantle and destroy
this society. Some of us believe that only nonviolent actions
can bring about positive social change and some of us dont.
Some of us deal with sexism. gueerphobia, and/or racism on
a dally basis and are fed up. Some of us arent allowed in
bars.

We are vast and varied. Some of us drink alcohol or do
drugs and some of us dont. Some of us live in cities. Some
of us live in suburbs. Some of us live in small towns. Some
of us live in the woods. Some of us are proud to be outcasts
and criminals. Some of us are monogamous and some are
polyamorous. Some of us have been labeled as fat. ugly.
oimply. loud. crazy. stupid. faggy. smelly. too thin. hairy. or
sick. Some of us are brown and some of us are white. The
one thing we all have in common is that we want control
over our own lives and we're doing something about it. We
dont want to depend on experts or authorities. We are a
constantly growing community of artists, activists, musicians.
anarchists, punks. crafters, queers. writers, lovers, fighters,
haters. and builders.

1 A few of the editors have argued that consumerism, not capitalism. is really the
biggest problem to contend with, but I do not agree and feel as if | should explain myself
Consumerism is simply a result of capitalism. Because capital is what drives our society
in such a large part. businesses and governments spend considerable energy and time
to maintain a consumerist culture. through advertising and other forms of social/behav-
ioral manipulation. Id rather look at the root of the problem. not symptoms



AUPOLUILIOD JBLYI0 8UIoS 10 Asuoul
104 S82INBS JO Spooh JO abueyoxs Jondxe ue Ueyl Jeyiel
'SebuURYOXS SUISA0D LUIOISND 1eUUIONU| AJUNUUILIOD 84T UILRIA
S8|geneA 21NaASIPa) pue 9181N2JI0 O SaAes DUIAD BuLund
-8J JO snosueNUIS ‘ATjeap| ‘spiemal ainn} JO a1eipslulll
104 JusUsalbe Jondxe Aue 1noyim Uusab Aueinbal ale SadIA
-Jas pue spoob a1genieA alaym A1sinos e AINONODT (4D

(AIBINIg Se yons) 1oNpuodsiud aonod 4o subis JoJ BuMoo)
a1y AJARoR 8onod JUSLUND0P pue 8AIsSa0 O HOLWYANJOD

SjUNOWR
Jo1ealb-1eAe Ul S80IAISS pue spool Jo aseyoind oyl sebe
~JNODUS 18] JBPJO DILOUODS PUR 1B100S VW IASIHINNSNOD

Xas,Ap0q Jeyl 104 ereudoidde
JO/PUB JBULIOU PaJSPISUOD S810J PUE SIOIABYST YK Saynusp
SUOBWIOS Uaym Pasn UONOBHSSE)D Jopush v H3IANTDSID

1yod 10} SeDIABS IO SPOOD
JO UONeaID 8yl pue uolonposd JO suesud a4 4o diysieumo

1eAld Uo paseq sl 1Byl UUSISAS DILUOUODS UY NSV LIdYD

'SUOela) UBWNY JO 10NPpU0D
o] Ul uoneziuebio eoiyoselaly pue Aluoyine buisoddo se A
~OAIIRUISTE JO NJUUIRY pue ‘AJesSsadsauun ‘8igedsapun ag o]
a1e1s a4y spoy youym Aydosonyd 1eannod syl INSIHOHYNY

obe Jsy) Jo asneoaq sdnolb Jo

SlenpliAIpul 1suiebe buneuiwlosip pue BuidA108181S INSHOY
sannigesip uim e1doed

1suiebe aoipnfeld 1eI00S JO UORRUILLLDSID JO U0 VY INSH19Y

wiayl paJsane aaey Aew | 1ng ‘HIO

AdVSS0 |

padifimn WoJ) aJe 858y} JO 1SOIN

< e
%
.
) > -~
1/ -
P SR} RN EAR . o - @RI STICA
TRAMALTA) Wik Y AT S . YOS Sreren

7 POy Py Y g L2 2Ll D




poor, yet dedicated. forever™ - Jacob Bannon

MIKE SKIPPER - West Oakland CA
mMusic@\WOWDUDERECORDS.com

NATE ALLEN - Portland OR

PAT BELKEN - Yarmouthport MA

| run a record label called Cellar Hits. play music with The
Zookeepers, work with the Big Collage collective and deliver
pizzas.

RINNA V. REM - Madison/Seattle/PDXOXO
Radical librarian. 2nd generation Khmerican,

SHANNON CONNOR - Milwaukee WI

| live at a house show space In Milwaukee called The Laun-
dry Chute and set up shows there as well as other spaces
including Cream City Collectives. the neighborhood social
center.

STEPHAN DOBOSH - Auburn PA
/OF BOEKBINDER - New Orleans LA

Available for weddings. birthdays. bachelor parties. and DIY
events (only not the first three)

'DEAR SPECTACULAR CAPITALISM
I AM BORED WIitH MY
IMAGINAtIoN
| WANT MY
LIFE BACK' - Zach Houston

The most obvious place to host DIY events would be where
you live. A living room. a basement, a garage. a backyard.
a roof. | used to have shows in my 400-square-foot studio
apartment. We would push all of our furniture up against the
walls and fit Aifty or more cozy. cuddly people in that place.
Be creative with your space and there's a very good chance
that you can make it work

If for some reason you cant use your living space (or prefer
not to), there are endless possibilities. You could ask a friend
f you can use their house. You could ask around at local
businesses and try to convince someone to let you use a
space In their restaurant, gallery. coffee shop. bar. ice cream
shop. bowling alley. roller rink. or clothing store. You could
rent a space. You could host events in a park on a beach,
deep in the forest. in a barn., under a bridge. in a parking Lot.
next to a pool or at the top of a mountain. The event could
be on wheels in an RV, on the back of a truck in a van.
You could bulld a secret tree house. You could borrow a
boat. You could ind an abandoned or empty building and
re-purpose It If there's no electricity and you need it for a PA
find a generator. If you dont need electricity. use candles for
lighting. If you would like to lessen the chance of police in-
terference. acquire several buildings and move people from
building to building during breaks. You could even take over
a street.

Once you have found a space to host your event. it's time to
get it ready. First of all. you might do a bit of cleaning. Then |
would think about things like lighting (e g. placement. colored
bulbs. etc.). the best place to put the ‘stage’ chairs. a table
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—DITORS

185068232 - Philadelphia PA
Understanding is a choice everyone is everything by some
degree.

ADAM BALBO - Oakland CA

AMY BROWN - San Jose CA
Designs and builds a variety of fabric sculptures including
hats, costumes, puppets and plushies. Jumbojibbles.com

BEN TURK - Columbus OH
Insurgent Theatre creator and Prison Abolitionist,

BRYAN FUNCK - New Orleans LA
| have been involved in booking shows, playing in bands, do-
INg zines, etc. 1997 until eternity.

CJ BOYD - Infinitour Earth
‘Maturity consists in rediscovering the seriousness we had as
children at play.” -Friedrich Nietzsche

DANAH OLIVETREE - Oakland CA
danaholivetreecom

DREW DANBURRY - Provo UT

| used to record songs and tour pretty much all the time..|
havent stopped recording, but now | cut hair and do straight
razor shaves at the Danburry Barber Shop.

DUSTIN GOLDKLANG - Guelph ON
Dustin sings short pop songs and enjoys running and loving.
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“When we talk about accessible or inclusive all-ages spaces, | think it's
important to mention that those spaces dont always need to be acces-
sible to everyone. It's totally okay not to let assholes into your show. The
specific guidelines are up to you, but part of being a safer. inclusive space
is minimizing anxiety and safety concerns for the people that make up
your ‘community’. a community that is hopefully trans-inclusive, radically
feminist, anti-racist. non-ableist, body positive, non-heteronormative, and
that strives to make shows accessible to people from all different socio-
economic backgrounds. No capitalists allowed.” - Jamie Menzel

Theres a lot of talk about "safe spaces’ in the DIY com-
munity. but | dont believe they are a possibility with all of
the rampant and misguided societal ideas of gender. race.
body image. family. and sex. We can create safer spaces by
being aware that we all have different abilities, sensitivities,
and experiences and by actively maintaining a space where
everyone feels supported. You cant promise to preemp-
tively mute insensitive people or their actions. but you can
let people know that sexist. homophobic. transphobic. racist,
ableist and/or other selectively offensive language and ac-
tions will not be tolerated. You may need to ask someone
to leave or even forcefully remove them from your space.
You shouldnt be expected to do that alone make sure you
have a couple friends to support you.

I've included some stuff to think about below. If you don't un-
derstand or if you want to know more about some of these
bullet points, do some research. Go to your local infoshop or
library. look it up on the Internet, and talk with friends. Please
dont depend on others to educate you or call you out when
youre being an asshole. Check yourself.

* Not many people feel comfortable in a dirty. cluttered
space.

* FEvents that only include white, cisgendered male per-
formers are boring and usually dont represent the ma-
Jority of your audience,

* Some people cant stand for extended lengths of time
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Like | sad earlier. be sure that you have a sign that states
that the door charge is a 'suggested donation.” If youre not
keeping any of the money for yourself. you probably wont
have to worry about dificulties with the IRS or local business
zoning officials® The performers are responsible for report-
ing their own income. regardless of whether you counted it
and gave it to them. If you decide to keep a portion to pay
for your expenses and you fear the slim-chance of an audit
by the IRS. you could report via the Schedule C form. using
business activity code 711410 (Agents and Managers for Art-
ists. Entertainers, and Other Public Figures’). There will be a
section to enter that income. as well as your expenses (eg.
venue or PA rental flier printing. travel etc).

There are a whole bunch of other tactics that you could
employ to lessen and/or deal with police interference. You
could not allow alcohol or drugs at your events. You could
only host quiet events. You could only host events on week-
ends. You could limit yourself to one or two events per
month. You could create a phone tree of friends/supporters
who will come out and support you if you are bothered by
the police they might be able to help intimidate the police
and. at the very least. they can copwatch. You could avoid
posting your street address publicly. tell people to email or
call for the address. You could do whatever you want and
tell the cops to fuck off (although you'll probably be arrested).

If cops do show up at your door. be prepared and know your
rights! I would recommend that you read ACLUs booklet,
‘Know Your Rights: When Encountering Law Enforcement.”
t's a really great resource. but here's some basics:

5 Specific to USA residents. Im not a lawyer or government tax expert. but | am
a resident of the USA and feel informed enough to speak a little about it. | definitely dont
feel at all comfortable giving any sort of advice on tax or zoning laws in other countries
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tis by doing things that need to be learned in order to be done. that you
learn them.” - Aristotle

There are quite a few reasons why you might want to put
together an event. Maybe there's a touring band. punk circus,
puppeteer, poet, theatre or dance troupe, comedian, or au-
thor coming through your town. Maybe you play music and
cant find a place to play. Maybe youve been to a DIY show
and have seen that they can be really great Maybe you
or someone else would lke to do a presentation to raise
awareness about a political or anti-political topic. Maybe you
would like to raise money for something. Maybe you enjoy
hosting people in your home. Maybe you want an excuse
to cook a big dinner. Maybe you want to have an art show.
Maybe youre too young to get into a bar or just would
rather not.

If this is your first show and youre not sure that youll be
able to draw a decent crowd. you might consider starting
with only local performers. It would be disappointing to have
someone travel a long distance and end up with an empty
donation jar,

f you are going to host some traveling performers, it's a
good idea to Jjust stick to one. Its not likely that youll make
enough cash to pay two traveling acts very well If you have
more than one traveling act. then youll have to have fewer
local acts (whom. often times, will draw more people to the
show). After youve done this a few times, the word will get
around that youre hosting shows and youll probably start
hearing from bands on tour that want to play the same night.
Dont feel Like you have to help everyone and dont be afrad
to say no. Focus on hosting events that youre really excited
about and that you have the time and energy to promote
well. More people will consistently come to your events be-
cause they will expect a good show. and youll earn a repu-
tation amongst the tight-knit community of DIY travelers.
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When communicating with the acts, be sure to ask what
they need and if there's anything else you should know (eg.
PA. number of mics, food preference, allergies. do they need
a place to sleep. etc) and also let them know what to hon

estly expect from the show. as well as any personal rules
that you have about your space (eg. no drinking. No ass

holes. etc) and other important info (e.g. where to park. etc)

Finally. tell the local performers that it would be really great
if theyd not schedule any other local shows around the time
of your event. Tell them that you asked them to perform be
cause you really lke them. but also because youre hoping
that they can draw some people to see the touring act. Be
very clear with the performers about your expectations, and
| promise everything will work out much better.

EXAMPLE OF CONFIRMATION EMAIL FOR PERFORMERS

DATE December 25, 2012
VENUE The Speakeasy
ADDRESS: 555 55th St
OAD IN: Anytime after 5pm
SHOWTIME: 8pm
SET LENGTH: 25min
COVER: $3-5 Suggested Donation
COMPENSATION: All the cash goes to the touring band
AGES: All
CONTACT: NEIL at 666-666-XXXX
BILL (last to 1st) Remambran. Upside Drown. Real Live Tigers
FLIERS Do you have a flier? If not. [l make one
SLEER We have 2 couches and lots of floorspace
FOOD: Il have dinner ready by 6pm. Any food restrictions?
ALLERCGIES Anything | should be aware of ? We do have 2 cats
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money to the touring act. This is done for obvious reasons
(they have more expenses) and also because many of us
like to operate within a gift economy. The idea is that the
people from out of town need the money much more. so
we give it to them. And when were on the road. we hope
that others will do the same for us.

some people keep a small portion of the money to help
pay for fliers, equipment. and other expenses. If youre host-
INng shows regularly. you might even try to set some money
aside as an emergency fund. in the event of a legal citation.
your antique crystal lamp gets broken. a future show is less
successful and you need to give the touring folks some gas
money. or something else bad happens.

Youll obviously have to decide for yourself how to handle
money. If youre fair and very clear with both the performers
and audience from the very beginning. youre less likely to
have any issues.

“We are too young. we cannot wait any longer.” - A wall in Paris

If you want people to show up to your event. youll need
to tell your friends about it and then remind them a couple
times. Its a good idea to start promoting a month in advance,
promote it harder once it's a week or two away. and then
send out a reminder the day before or morning of the event.
When promoting. be sure to include the time youll begin
to open your doors to the public. who's performing. the ad-
dress. date. and any other specifics (e.g. BYOB. no alcohol.
bring a dish for the potluck no assholes, walk around to the
back door. bring your swimsuit, etc). Instructions on where to
park cars or lock up bikes are often a very appreciated "spe-
cific’ to mention. especially if your neighborhood has strict
parking restrictions or it's hard to fiind a pole to lock a bike. |
usually like to also mention whether there will be pets (for
people with allergies) and whether the space is accessible
to people with certain disabilities.

If you dont have time to promote the show. you probably
shouldnt be hosting it. Dont throw together an ill-planned/
promoted event just because you think youre doing the
touring band a favor. Keep in mind that most touring per-
formers are on a very tight budget and traveling is expen-
sive. When | think back on all of the ill-promoted DIY shows
that Ive played (which are too many to count). | definitely
would have rather had a night off or have had a chance to
find a better show if | had known that the hosts didnt have
time or interest In promoting? Just be real and dont make
promises that you cant keep.

Before you get started. you should think about what would
be an appropriate level of promotion. What is the capacity of
your space? How susceptible is your venue to police inter-
ference? Are you hosting the event mostly for your friends

2 My biggest pet peeve of touring: ‘Sorry not many people came out. Ive been
really busy. At least it's better than nothing. right?”
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